[Current problems in the diagnosis of Philadelphia-negative myeloproliferative neoplasms in Japan].
To investigate the current situation and issues regarding the diagnosis of Philadelphia-negative myeloproliferative neoplasms (MPN) in Japan, we retrospectively analyzed an accumulated cohort consisting of 1,081 patients with suspected MPN. Based on WHO2008 diagnostic criteria, we diagnosed 101 of these patients with polycythemia vera, 179 with essential thrombocythemia, 36 with primary myelofibrosis, 45 with unclassifiable MPN, and 4 with myelodysplastic syndromes. Out of 716 patients, 235 were not diagnosed with MPN despite the detection of a JAK2, CALR, or MPL mutation. Among 156 patients with undefined MPN receiving further follow-up, none underwent bone marrow examination and screening for BCR-ABL1 was not performed in 88 cases. Thus, diagnosis was not possible in these cases due to a lack of essential examinations. Since the prognosis and treatment strategy associated with MPN differ among disease types, in addition to mutation analysis, the importance of bone marrow examination and screening for BCR-ABL1 must be re-recognized.